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4.	 Click OK, and your scatterplot will soon appear.

Making a Line Graph
To give you some experience creating an SPSS spreadsheet and entering data into a spreadsheet, we’ll use some 
new data and create a time plot. Table 3.6 contains the number of motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 people in 
United States between 1995 and 2012 (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2015). Let’s enter these data into SPSS 
and create a time plot.

You will need to start a new SPSS spreadsheet. To enter these data into SPSS, we need to first go into Variable 
View (in the bottom left corner of the spreadsheet). Here, we create two variables: (1) year and (2) motor vehicle 
thefts per 100,000 people.

Table 3.6    Yearly Motor Vehicle Theft Rate, 1995–2012

Year Motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 people

1995 560.3

1996 525.7

1997 505.7

1998 459.9

1999 422.5

2000 412.5

2001 430.5

2002 432.9

2003 433.7

2004 421.5

2005 416.8

2006 400.2

2007 364.9

2008 315.4

2009 259.2

2010 239.1

2011 230.0

2012 229.7


